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International Delegation Coming to Riverside 
Delegation from Erlangen, Germany to visit Riverside about possible Sister City relationship 

 

RIVERSIDE, Calif. - Mayor Ronald O. Loveridge and the City of Riverside will be hosting a delegation 
from Erlangen, German from March 5-9. 
 
The delegation of six will be led by Erlangen mayor Dr. Siegfried Balleis, and will include Mr.  Thomas 
Schoeck, Chancellor of the Friedrich Alexander University of Erlangen- Nürnberg, and Dr. Andreas 
Falke, Director of the German-American Institute Nürnberg. They will be in Riverside to explore the 
potential of entering into a sister city relationship with the City.  
 
The delegates will spend Monday, March 7 at the University of California, Riverside meeting with 
university administrators, the CEO Forum, and visiting CE-CERT, the university’s center for 
environmental research and technology. The delegation’s visit to UCR will conclude with Mayor 
Balleis delivering the Randall Lewis lecture on “Germany’s Model City – Erlangen’s Rise to the Top” at 
5:30 p.m. at UCR Extension.  
 
As a 1,000-year-old city in the Bavarian region of Germany, Erlangen recently beat out cities like 
Munich and Ingolstadt to claim the prize as Germany’s top economic powerhouse. It is home to 
Siemens, and employs about 25,000 of the city’s 100,000 residents. 
 
Mayor Balleis will have an official meeting with Mayor Loveridge on Tuesday, March 8 to discuss 
educational, cultural, and economic issues central to the City’s International Strategic Plan. Mayor 
Loveridge will be hosting a reception for the visiting delegation at the Grier Pavilion. 
 
As bicycle enthusiasts, the delegates will be taken on a 10-mile bike tour of the City on Sunday, 
March 6 by members of the Riverside Bicycle Club and the Mayor’s Bicycle Advisory Committee.  The 
ride will begin at 8 a.m. by the Riverside Convention Center and is expected to last between two and 
three hours. 
 
“Many bridges can be built between Erlangen and Riverside and their university and ours,” said Mayor 
Loveridge.  “I am looking forward to meeting with Mayor Balleis and bringing our cities closer.” 
 
For more details about the Erlangen delegation and its schedule, please contact Karin Roberts, Chair 
of the Erlangen Committee of the International Relations Council of Riverside, at 951-334-3108, or by 
email at kroberts@habitatriverside.org. 
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